
Thinking About Publishing A Book?

You’ve written a book! That’s great! Now you’re thinking about publishing it. As an author, you

have a few options to consider.  I’ve  listed the pro’s and con’s of each one.

Traditional Publishers

Walk into any bookstore or library, and pick up a book. On the lower portion of the spine, you’ll

most likely see the logo of a publisher, or the publisher’s name. Some of the big guys are

Random House, Penguin, HarperCollins, and Macmillan. Perhaps you’d like to get your book

published with one of them. First, you’ll have to send query letters out to literary agents. Then,

you’ll have to wait and hear from them. If an agent accepts your manuscript, they will submit it

to a publisher. It’s a lengthy process.

The Pro’s

An agent can walk you through the process: copyright information, legal agreements, etc. A

team of people at the publishing house will take care of editing, creating a cover for your book,

and marketing. They may be able to have your book placed on the shelf of a brick and mortar

bookstore, as well as sell it online. Then, there’s the royalties.

The Con’s

You’ll need to send out a lot of query letters to agents. Plus, you have to do your homework:

some agents only read certain genres. Once your book is accepted, you may not have as much

creative control as you would like. Royalties may not add up to very much.



Print-On-Demand Publishers

Print-On-Demand means the publisher will not print a set amount of copies of your book the

way a traditional publisher will. They print the books as they are sold. These guys can get to be

pretty expensive. Publishing packages vary in price and service. For example, Xlibris has a basic

Black & White package that starts at $899.

The Pro’s

These publishers generally provide a few free copies of the printed version of your book. They

usually provide marketing material, such as business cards and bookmarks. Your book may be

made available for sale online. They’ll take care of the designing your cover, and you may be able

to have some input with that. Worldwide distribution is also an option.

The Con’s

The more you need for your book, the more you’re going to pay. POD publishers will set the

price of your book, but if you want to set the price, you may need to pay a little extra. Most

bookstores do not place POD books on their shelves (Barnes and Noble seldom does). Royalty

payments will most likely be quarterly and very small.



Amazon’s KDP

Millions of people purchase printed books and ebooks from Amazon everyday. Amazon’s

publishing services are Create Space, which is for printed books, and KDP (Kindle Direct

Publishing), which is for ebooks. The two services merged about two years ago, and now

everything falls under the KDP umbrella. What’s nice about this, is authors can publish an ebook

or a printed book, and turn right around and publish the opposite format, with very little hassle.

If you go through all of the steps on your own, this process is FREE. If you require assistance,

such as editing, they do offer a service starting at $199.

The Pro’s

Your book will be available on Amazon’s website, and several others. You retain the rights to

your work, and you have creative control. Royalty payments are monthly, and can be 35% or 70

%; it’s your choice. Prices for books are much more reasonable (an ebook can be sold for as little

as 99 cents, and a paperback for $3.59. Xlibris charges $14.99 for a 75-page paperback).

The Con’s

Printed books are POD, which means a bookstore will most likely not place them on their shelf.

You will need to do more of the work yourself (editing, creating a cover. KDP has templates for

covers that are free and easy to use, which makes up for that!).

I highly recommend using Amazon’s KDP. As an author, you can not only publish a book, but

create special promotions in order to market your book, track sales and customer reviews.

Getting started is easy. Here are some basic steps to get started:



Getting Started With KDP

After you have written your book, you’ll need to visit kdp.com. If you have an Amazon account,

you can use the same information to sign in. If not, create an account with Amazon.

Decide if you want to start with an ebook or a printed book.

Fill out some info: Title of the book (subtitle, if applicable), author’s name, etc. If this is YOUR

CONTENT, select “I own the copyright and hold necessary publishing rights” under the section

labeled Publishing Rights. Choose up to 7 keywords that describe your book (if this was

Twilight, I’d recommend keywords such as romance, vampires, young adult, vampire fiction).

Under Categories, decide if your book is fiction or nonfiction, and pick a sub-category (literary,

young adult, etc).

Next, you will receive an ISBN (International Standard Book Number ). You can get one for

FREE from Amazon. Upload the content of your book, and create a cover. You can create one on

your own, or use one of the FREE templates. Once the content and cover have been submitted,

click on the “Load Print Preview” button, and take a look at how your book will appear in it’s

printed or ebook form. If everything looks okay, click “approve”, and move on to the next page.

The last page is pricing. Amazon will give you the lowest price your book can be sold for, based

on the format and number of pages. You can use their suggested price, or you can set the price a

little higher. Decide if you want to receive a 35% royalty, or 70%. First time users will be asked to

enter their bank account information, so Amazon can pay you whenever a copy of your book is

sold.

It generally takes 24-72 hours for Amazon to approve your book, and make it available for sale

online. Once it has been approved, you’re good to go!



A Few Tips About Formating:

These are just some things I have learned from experience.

1) Your book needs to be at least 24 pages long in order for Amazon to publish it.

2) Set your margins to at least 1.8 on all sides: left, right, top, bottom

3) For printed books, make sure the margins on your page numbers are at least 1.3 from the

top or bottom of the page, depending on where you decide to place them.

4) When uploading your book, I’ve found a PDF works best for printed books, while a

Microsoft Word Document or similar format works best for ebooks.

A fantastic blog post for the in’s and out’s of publishing with KDP can be found here:

https://selfpublishing.com/kdp/ .  And, not to brag, but to get an idea of what an author can do

with KDP, please visit my Author Page on Amazon by typing my name in and searching for it, or

visit my website: https://www.woolastonentertainment.com/.

https://selfpublishing.com/kdp/
https://www.woolastonentertainment.com/

